CHAPTER 111
LINES OF Rr-ADAPFATION
THE question now to be faced is the inevitable one lhat
many people arc beginning to ask themselves more or
less explicitly The resources of English life and culture,
English government, English industry, English education,
have in the past shown fuutful capacity foi adaptation
to the challenges of new tasks and new situations. With
more or less of improvization and with more or loss of
significant reaction back upon society, they have snvcd
to weather this storm and that and to come through one
ordeal of change after another while still preserving the
same recognizable traits, sustaining the same kind of
society and reacting to the same sort of impulses. But
now the old security has gone and the demands to be
met, involving as they do not only adjustment to far-
reaching technical change but comprehensive " extra-
national " adjustment to a whole woild which m becom-
ing one is transforming oui ideas of national sovereignty
and Empire alike, will certainly call for changes in social
relationships that can haidly take effect without much
friction and conflict. How far can the existing educa-
tional order be adapted so as to facilitate these cluing
and to sustain and nourish the new order as it comes
into being?
The discussion which follows must be regarded as
wholly tentative, for there are many inc alculables in the
situation, and while the statement of a view may call for
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